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Ashley Apelzin (center) leads of a cast of local actors that will bring “Tell Me" from New York City te the Actors Cabaret of Eugene stage starting Friday.

Way of f Broadway

Two New York theater veterans try out their play at Actors Gabaret of Fugene

By Bog KEEFER
The Register-Guard

ne of the chicf fantasies that sus-
tain artists of all kinds in places
like Eugene is the idea of making
it big in the big city.
Sometimes it actually happens.
Think Marin Alsop, the former Eugene
Symphony artistic director, who's now
a big shot in the classical music world
with her appointment as music director
of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.

We knew her when, we like to say.

Now think of Joe Zingo and Jim Rob-
erts, the two guys who run the little
community theater Actors Cabaret of
Eungene. They headed off to New York
City last fall with one of their top young
actresses in tow, looking for a cutting
edge play to produce — the kind of play
we could see here, before it reaches a
amajor run on Broadway, and say “we
saw it when.”

The three of them sat through staged
readings of half a dozen new works at
the annual National Alliance for Musi-
cal Theatre's Festival of New Musicals,
Then they brought home the script to
“Tell Me,” a heretofore unproduced musi-

Director Igor Gol

e
n (right) and playwright A.D. Penede work with actors at Actars
Cabaret of Eugene. The pair came to Eugene for the play’s first full production.

cal that spins a tale about a young girl
dying of cancer.

And so it was that New York director
Igor Goldin and playwright A.D. Penedo,
who are more accustomed to working
with professional casts at big city the-
aters, found themselves in Eugene this
month working with a determined cast
of local community actors.

Goldin truly is a pro at what he does.
Including ACE's production of “Tell
Me,” which opens Friday, he will have
directed 17 shows in 2008 by year's end,
a pace that even he admits is insane (he
flew back to New York for a couple of

Please turn to TELL, Page E2

PLAY PREVIEW
Tell Me

What: New musical about a girl dying of
cancer and the legacy of hope she leaves
behind

Where: Actors Cabaret of Eugene, 996

Willamette St.

When: Opens 8 p.m. Friday; continues at 8

p.m. Saturday and Sept. 26-27, Oct. 3 and
11

10-]
Tickets: §19, $35.95 with dinner seating
(683-4368)

Digital photographer moves panoramas into the great indoors

By Bos Keerenr
The Register-Guard

The humble workplaces of the
Eugene art world are bent,
folded and miraculously
transformed in a collection of large
panoramic photographs Dennis Gal-

Leroy Douglas
blends inta the
wood wark in
this panaramic
photograph of
the instrument
maker’s studio,
Douglas used
acomp. act
digital camera
and pieced
together
smaoder
images inte
detail-filled
punoramas.

loway is showing this month and
next at the Eugene Public Library.
Galloway, a carcer profes-

sional photographer who moved
here from the San Francisco Bay
Area last year, visited more than a
dozen local artists (and one gallery
owner) in their studios, bringing

along an inexpensive digital pocket
camera, a home-rigged panoramic
head and his journeyman's scase
of what makes a compelling image.

And these photographs are
absoluiely compelling.

First off, they're printed bril-
liantly by Eugene printer Janet

Smith, who has a keen sense of
how to make a color digital pho-
tograph look like an actual photo-
graph {she doesn't try to disguise
them as watercolars, say) with-
out the harsh, artificial, hyper-sat-
urated and oversharpened look
kicked out by so many desktap

computer printers these days,

In fact, it's safe to say she's fig-
ured gut how to make phatographs
beautiful again,

But then there are the pho-
tographs themselves. Stiiched

Please lurn to PANORAMAS, Page E3

ART REVIEW
Widescireen

What: Panoramic color
photagraphs taken by
Dennis Galloway in
the studios of various
Eugene area artists and
crafters

‘Where: Eugene Public
Library, 100 W, 10th
Ave,

When: Through Oct. 31
Hoursi 10 am. to 8
p.m, Monday through
Thursday; 10 a.m, to

6 p.m. Friday through
Sunday; 10a.m. to 8

. first Friday of the

h
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Tell: Director says community actors are more willing to experiment

Continued fram Page E1

days during Eugene rebearsals
to audition anather show).

He wasn't quite sure what
to expect from ACE,

Goldin is certainly used to
working in a totally different

milicu. Professional shows are
rehearsed elght hours a day,
generally during the daytime,
Paid actors are expected to
show up on time, ready to go,
parts learned.

Community theater actors,
on the other hand, have day
jobs or school to attend. They
may straggle in 10 minutes
late, tired from a bad day at
the office or the classroom,
and you can't fire them. They
‘bring homework to rehearsal
and personal issues.

And Goldin has loved
working with them — because
they're not pros.

“They are absolutely not
afraid as performers to dive in
to anything von ack, without
any apprehension whatever,”
he said of the east for “Tell
Me." “With a new show that
is 50 important.”

Goldin wants his cast to be
willing to try just about any-
thing with great enthusiasm
while he's working out the
show’s firstever staging. As
a director, he likes to experi-
ment in rehearsal, trying out
different approaches and let-
ting his cast run with ideas
before settling on a final solu-
tion and reining them in.

The cast at ACE has been
willing to try anything, he
said; professional players are
more likely to be fussy.

“1 may give you something
that doesn't work,” he told the
actors during one rehearsal,
“But for me to know that for
sure, 1 just really need you to
Jjump in and do i it, with con-
vietion and trust.”

New York actors are a bit
more skeptical of cxperimen-
tation.

“The stakes are higher for
those performers,” he said.
“The higher they get on the

Crnzs Prersen/The R

Amanda Fackrell and Colin Gray get their hats on in the Actors Cabaret of Eugene production of “Tell Me.”

ladder the less limber they
beeome.”

For Ashley Apelzin, work-
ing with Goldin has been a
dream come true.

She's the 17-year-old
Eugene actress who went to
New York with Zingo and
Roberts last fall. A senior at
South Eugene High School,
she'd like tn head back to
New York again next year
for college and, ultimately, a
carser on Broadway.

Apelzin has been a busy

teenager. She played, among
many other recent parts, tha
title role in South Eugene
High's “Thoroughly Modern
Millie” in 2006, one of the
ghosts in ACE's “Christmas
Caral” last year and Little
Sally in ACE's 2005 “Urine-
town.”

Animated from her first
screaming appearance on
mge Apelzin plays the lead

“Tell Me," the 10-year-old
JBSSIE. who is taken ill with
cancer and uses her lush fan-

tasy world to transform her
ulfimate death.

“1 have played other
characters who died,” says
Apelzin, who's been acting for
10 years. “This show is dif
ferent. The first time we read
through the seript, we all just
cried. But the way the death
is dealt with is great; she's
leaving her body to go to this
better place.”

Playing Jessie's mother
in the show is Erica Jean,
another ACE veteran player.

“It's been an inforesting
kind of dovelopment process
for a new show,” she says.
“The expectations are defi-
nitely higher.”

ACE is an unusually inti-
mate theater company. Many
of its actors have been with
the theater for years; Jean,
who has no children of her
own, calls the kids who work
at the theater — such as
Apelzin — “my children.”

‘Thus, acting through the
death of a child night after

night in rehearsal has been
sometimes grueling.

“You know, the emotions
of acting are real,” she said
“In this case, 1 am watch-
ing a lovely young woman go
through the process of death.
That's really hard.

“It's hard to watch one of
my family members die every
night.”

The cast also includes
Tony Joyner, Ben Klute,
Caleb Martsfield, Alex Ment-
zel, Amanda Fackrell, Laura
Holden, Rebecea Teran, Colin
Gray, Greg Mathans and Mark
Van Beever.

The show was written by
Penedo, a onc-time merg-
ers and acquisitions lawyer
from Tennessee who became
entranced by the theater
world while living in New
York for the past 10 years.
Under a previous title. “The
Chocolate Tree," it's received
staged readings but never a
full Drmiu:ucn

had always wanted io be
a wrlrar Penedo said. “But
1 got married. Went to law
school. Started a family. Then
we moved to New York and 1
started dipping my toe in."

Looking for an educa-
tion in musical writing, he
attended the BMI Musical
Theatre Workshop in New
York and learned his way
around lyric writing. He's had
early success with shows such
as “Loch Ness,” his first ven-
ture, and “Where It's At,"
which was produced at Yale
University, where his musical
collaborator, composer Mar-
shall Pailet, is a seniar this

Seeing his own words and
lyrics done on stage is a huge
Ligh for Penedo,

“The fact that this thing
we've been working on for
four years us actually now
going to be a show — well,
that doesn't happen to every
writer in the theater,” he said.
“I'm very grateful to Jim and
Joe. And to Eugene.

“Go Ducks!”

NFA head Gioia
leaving in 2009

The well-respected Bush appointee plans to return
to privare life and go back to writing poetry

By HiLier ITatie
The Asscciated Press

NEW YORK — The confi-
dent baritonc of Dana Gioia
sounded a little hoarse during a
recent telephone interview, as it
often has since

for the Arts,
a job that has
exhilarated

and exhausted

Dana
Ginia

“J have
traveled nearly
overy week for six years and
1 usually work six to seven
days a week,” said Gioia, who
announced Friday that he will
step down in January 2008,
well before his second four-year
term was to expire. “I feel I've
carned the right to return to my
private life as an artist.”

‘Whether worrying about the
decline of literacy or advorat-
ing the recital of poetry, the
57-year-old Gioia, a poct before
going to Washington, is the most
‘high-profile NEA chairman in
recent history. He has been
around long enough to make
vou forget that others held the
job or that the NEA was once
threatened with extinction by
conservatives.

Instead, the NEA is known
for cheering on the arts in gen-
oral, with such programs as
the Big Read, Poetry Out Loud
and “Operation Homecoming,”
a compilation of stories writ-
ten by soldiers in the Irag and
Afghanistan wars, The NEA
has made news, but by design,

with twa widely discussed
reports that alleged a danger-
ously expanding population of
nonreaders,

A natlve of Californla, Glola
wasn't even the first choice
of President Bush. Composer
Michael Hammond was nom-
inated and confirmed in 2001,
but died In early 2002 after a
brief illness.

Gioia, not only an award-
winning poet, but a former
vice president of General Foods,
replaced him and vowed at the
time to get the NEA out of the
“culture wars™ and to “restore
the endowment to its rightful
place.”

The NEA's current budget is
around 83145 million, well below
its peak of $176 million in 1992,
but a 20 percent increase from
2007. Gioia is admired by Rep.
Christopher Shays, R-Conn.,
and Rep. Louise Slaughter,
DNY., who jointly chair the
House Arts Caucus. Shays cited
Giola's “talent for management
and for handling controversy.”

In fact, the biggest contro-
versy about the NEA may be
its lack of controversy. John
Frohnmayer of Corvallis, who
headed the NEA from 1989 to
1992, but was forced out by
conservatives, says the mis
sion used to be that “while the
arts endowment is for every-
body, not cverything we do is
for everybody.”

Now, he worries, risk takers
no longer can get help from the
government.

“But I don't blame Dana for
that,” says Frohnmayer, who
believes Gioia's options were
limited. “He did what he had
to do and he did it well"
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Hult Center support group
picks leaders for 2008-09

Support Hult Operations

has elected it's new board of
directors for 2008-09.

Judy Collins was elected
president. Paula Charboneau

is the vice president, Ruth

‘Wisner the treasurer, Marilyn

Mullanix the secretary and
Dick Doering the president

emeritus.

SHO, a nonprofit volun-
teer organization, assists Hult
Center staff at events

VOX POP

Not football vs. Schnitzer

1 am Eugene resident born
and raised. It's definitely my
fault that I dido't know the
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of
Art even existed. But I have
heard nothing of the museum
offering free admission during
Duck home games.

Ido not appreciate how foot-
ball fans were badgered by Mr.
Beres (Vox Pop, Sept. 11). All
we're trying to do Is support
the university. 1 have a Duck
logo tattoo, not just because I
support the football program,
but because I've grown to love
the university and want to sup-

purt it in anyway I can.

t's not just about becom-
ing l.hc No. 1 college football
program in the US. It's about
having successful programs at
Oregon, causing peaple to want
to come to Oregon so that we
may have an art museum.

So before you go bashing
people who support the Uni-
versity of Oregon foothall
program, Mr. Beres, n
next time you should help get
the word out about what the
museum has to offer in a more
positive way.

JEFF BARTSCH
Fugene

ToE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEW YORK - Television's
Mr. Big is going off-Broad-
way,

Chris Noth, best known
for his role as Sarah Jessica
Parker’s major love interest on
“Sex and the City,” will appear
in the world premiere of “Far-
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Pre Week

Wednesdays in Sports

Chris Noth joins ‘Farragut North’

ragut North,” Bean Willimon's
play of political intrigue.

The Atlantic Theater Com-
pany production opens Nov. 12
at its off Broadway theater.

According to  Willimon,
Noth will play “a veteran polit-
ical operative, manager to an
insurgent presidential cam-
paign.

a1 97 1290pn, San U2 1200,

e genrs
Ty
l'iﬂﬂﬂ\-m{aﬁw ',nm.,mmw_.i

FEATONAG G SELE AL BT TOF PR O OB PP CReR

TS ]
ST 17404 01570

Do)
i ke )

ey Wil
+IHIET TS TIE CONTER B | 153

%

i i)

Essvioa k. (7313 TROFIE THUNG

oyt s 8010100 | fe38a48 285 40
[THE DARC KNIGHT (P51} | TOLEMLFERTS THE FANILY
i | TATPRETS FelE)
st ece iy iremrs

103 3507-143.85

o s pukw (Pt
290305 110 1330
ASIA K11 (P TS

20403 708345

)
1z e AN
e ROGHERCFa 3

waire 3
20
Tou Bd's Kess Wik TRe
06N Pits]

098

Locally Owned, Independant
Green Grocer!

10 % oOFF

Your next purchise of $30 o7 o
(S eaeouA mpER e sk g orkla)
apiee iz
| Whole Foads for Witale People,
Fresh From the Farm o You!

357 Vax Bumex ST. (4t & Bram)
3427503 + DATLY 8400410 R,

e
BedBarnNaturalGroer y-com
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Thank You for Suppecting Your

] 10% off

14K
Dangle
« Larrings
 30% off
Additional
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OREGO
MOZART
PLAYLRS

Eugene's Professional
hamber Orchestra

3459600310

For further information, please contact @MP Perscnnel Manager,
Richard Meyn at (541} 746-0410

|
for the follewing pestions:
Second FLUTE
Section VIOLA
1o be held

Tues, Oct. 28, Fri., Oct. 31

at the Hult Center, Eugene

EXTRAORDINARY!

Marsalis Brasilianos
Featuring Branford Marsalis and
Members of the Philarmonia Bmsliﬁlﬂ:
Thursday, October 2 @ 8:00 ru
SILVA — Tix: $55-25; studentiyouth $10 off
Grammy Award-winner Branford Marsalls in d_\ﬂﬂ Lot

= Bachianas Brasiltieras No. §
(far supeano sax & viglt celll)

* Fanlasia for Soprana
Swr & Grehastra

* Milhaud's Création da Monde

+ Premiere of ayoung

Bragilizn composer,

details 1o be aRRouRled

R
[ MORE INFO & TIX:

{ HULTCENTER.OR@
\ 541,882.5000



